
   VILLAGE OF AVISTON 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD ON: 

MONDAY MAY 4, 2026 

 

     The regular meeting of the President and Board of Trustees was held on Monday May 4, 

2026, at 7:00 pm in the Village Hall. In attendance were Village President Mike Kampwerth,  

Village Treasurer Jacob Timmermann, Trustees Matt Kohnen, Kim Peek, Matt Netemeyer, Kyle 

Markus, Gary Rakers and Ken Leach. Employees present included David Trame, Police Chief 

Tony Falconio, Village Attorney Chad Lietch, Brandon Ratermann with HMG, and Mike Engel 

with Aviston Zoning Board.  Guests included Colleen Harper, Scott Von Bokel, Dustin Nelson 

and several high school kids. 

    

All recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

1.  GUESTS: 

Colleen Harper was present to discuss the current status of the abandoned house on Mary Lane.  

The Board advised of the legal process and the timeline on this.  Harper also asked about the 

drainage issue at the nursing home parking lot.  The Board informed her that as private property, 

the Village does not maintain that. 

 

2.  MINUTES: 

Minutes of the April meeting were available for review.  A motion to approve the meeting 

minutes was made by Matt Kohnen, second by Gary Rakers.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 

3.  FINANCIAL REPORT: 

Jacob Timmermann was present and reviewed the financial report.  Jacob stated that the Village 

collected $217K and disbursed $180K.   

General Fund 

1) Net loss of $2.5K.  Large expenses noted were to HMG and QuickBooks Online. 

Water Fund 

1) Noted a surplus of $16K and no large expenses. 

Sewer Fund 

1) Net surplus of $16K and no large expenses noted. 

Park Fund 

1) Net loss of $3K noted.  Employee wages were included in the net loss and some income 

for pavilion rent was noted. 

MFT 

1) Normal income from the State of IL and interest. 

TIF Funds 

1) We received our normal interest income payments.   

 

A motion to pay all bills listed and normal monthly expenses as well as the financial report was 

made by Matt Netemeyer, second by Kim Peek.  Motion carried 6-0. 



Gary Rakers stated Tim Albers inquired about his outstanding invoice.  This will get checked 

into. 

 

4. POLICE REPORT: 

The police report was present for all to review.  

-Vests – Still waiting on the grant to open. 

-Squad Car – K-9 unit is switched over.  Angie is now in the grey unit, still holding on the part-

time car and truck to get equipment installed. 

-Training – all training for all officers is up to date. 

-FLOCK – Some equipment here and installed, some is not.   

Mike stated that Dollar General was warned about tall grass.  As stated in the ordinance, the 

warning has been issued and the citation will be issued next. 

Tony discussed revising ordinances regarding regular red tag issuances. 

 

5.  PARK DISTRICT: 

Minutes of the previous meeting were available for review.  The Park District was  approved for 

the OSLAD grant.  A motion to enter a team in the Bledsoe Golf Tourney was made by Matt 

Netemeyer, second by Matt Kohnen.  Motion carried 6-0. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

6.  VILLAGE CLERK:   

The Clerk’s report was available for review.   

Huge network issues in-house and these are being worked through.  Tony also explained the 

reasons for rearranging the office. 

 

7.  VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

Matt Kohnen stated he has the signed TIF agreement from Jeff Woltering.   

The second TIF agreement has been sent to all parties for review before finalization. 

Matt stated that information has been put out information on the electric aggregation to help 

alleviate phone calls, etc. 

 

8.  CURRENT PROJECTS: 

-Kalmer – Dustin Nelson was present to review the draining ditch behind his house.  He stated 

that the erosion is getting worse.  Mike stated that the Village has 3 areas that are contributing to 

this issue.  The Street committee will review this. 

-Eagle Inn Updates – Scott Von Bokel stated that this is currently under contract and is in the 

process of evicting all tenants. 

-1st and 4th Street Improvements – Brandon stated that this is nearing completion. 

-N. Detention and Entrance – Brandon checked on this today and stated that these plans should 

be ready by the end of the week.   

-CSX Contract and Culvert – This is in the final stages of engineering. 

-Rt 50 Box Culvert – This is currently held up in the structuring department and is getting ready 

to be submitted to IDOT.  Brandon also mentioned that the Village could submit for an ITEP 

grant for a sidewalk and/or bike trail in conjunction with this project. 

-CSX Contract – A motion to approve the contract for removal of a line of track and 

coordination for them to allow for the construction of the drainage project was made by Matt 

Kohnen, second by Ken Leach.  Motion carried 6-0. 



-Wilke Easement – This ordinance will be revised and ready for the June meeting. 

-Park Lift Station Modifications – HMG will stake this area to show where and how much this 

needs to be raised. 

-Vintage Hall Restrooms – Mike Kampwerth and Ken Leach will get together with contractors at 

the end of this week to review. 

 

9.  ZONING ADMINISTRATORS REPORT: 

Minutes of the April meeting were present for all to review.  

-Ryan Voss Public Hearing – A request for a special use permit to build an athletic training 

complex in an industrial area.  There was no opposition and the Zoning Board recommended to 

approve this project.  A motion to accept the recommendation of the Zoning Board and to allow 

the special use was made by Matt Netemeyer, second by Gary Rakers.  Motion carried 6-0. 

-Jeff Woltering Public Hearing – A request for a special use permit to change the zoning to 

Industrial to allow a relaxed setback to 25’.  A motion to accept the recommendation of the 

Zoning Board to allow the zoning change was made by Matt Netemeyer, second by Kyle 

Markus.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

10.  DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: 

No report available. 

Dave stated they will be flushing hydrants the week of April 20-24th.  This will be added to the  

Discussed Ordinance violations and clarifications as well as building permit fines, etc.  A motion 

to fine John Kues for an ordinance violation for $100 of the RPIP was made by Matt Netemeyer, 

second by Gary Rakers.  Motion carried 6-0. 

MFT bid letting will be next week. 

Dave stated all summer workers have been contracted. 

 

11.  OLD BUSINESS: 

-E Fourth Street – Dave reviewed this area and looked at widening the box culvert as it is in the 

Township.   

-Storm Sirens – Matt Netemeyer stated he spoke with 2 different companies and only one replied 

with a cost estimate.  No further discussions to be held on this as the cost is not feasible. 

 

12.  NEW BUSINESS: 

No new business. 

 

 

 

 

A motion to enter into closed session to discuss employees was made by Matt Kohnen, second 

by Kyle Markus.  Motion carried 6-0 by roll call vote.  Time was 8:47pm. 

 

Discussion was held regarding employee longevity increases. 

 

A motion to exit closed session was made by Matt Kohnen, second by Kyle Markus.  Motion 

carried 6-0.  Time was 8:59pm. 

 



A motion to adjourn was made by Matt Kohnen, second by Kim Peek.  Motion carried 6-0. Time 

was 9pm. 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Jansen, Village Clerk 


